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Refills from God
Jonathan went to find David and encouraged him to stay strong in his faith in God.      

Samuel 23:16

One thing I have noticed in this recent turn of events is the price of petrol. 
There have been times when I have seen it as low as 74 cents per litre. At 
first I would jump at the chance to fill up, even if I was not near empty. Now 
however, after a number of weeks of fluctuating, but pretty cheap petrol 
prices, I tend to think “hmm do I need it right now? Surely it will be cheap still 
or again when I actually need it?”… Considering it is generally much lower than 
before, maybe I should just be grateful we have petrol so readily available, and 
that we have a welcome reprieve from higher prices! 
Often use ‘filling up the tank’ as a metaphor.  Some days it doesn’t take much 
to push your physical emotional and spiritual tank toward empty. A frustrated 
child, additional pressures at home and work, and your own critical self-talk 
leave you feeling drained. Demands and interruptions squeeze out your 
enthusiasm and you wilt in exhaustion.
The good thing is: none of this surprises God. He knows everything that 
crosses your path each day, and he knows just how much pressure and 
fatigue you can handle. One of the wonderful joys in following him is that he 
knows just when and how to refill your tank. A stockpile of encouragement 
and perspective may come in the form of a loving friend who offers a hand 
and an understanding heart, or laughter via a well-timed YouTube ‘dance off’ 
may erase your weariness.

God continually surprises his children with every day boosters. A sure-fire way 
to find strength before you enter the thick of each day is to set aside some 
quiet moments alone in his word, talking to God, and listening for his voice. He 
is eager to sustain you no matter what your face. What comfort it is to know 
his “service station” is open 24/7 and his “petrol” is free for all of us, paid for by 
his Son on the cross.

Submitted by Louise Venning

Students celebrating 
birthdays this week
Joseph Jeffree  

Caelan Klunyk

Sofia Martin  

Caz Hanin

Navreet Kharoud 

Frazer Case

Lucy Johnson  

Arth Brahmbhatt 

Eden Mason



INSPIRE photos featured this week:

• St Paul Sport

• Easter Craft

From the Principal
STUDENT ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
Thank you so much to parents for your communication 
with us regarding student attendance. Remember to 
email admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au for any changes to 
attendance. We are taking attendance for students 
at school, as well as for students at home who are 
engaging with the learning program each day. For those 
of you who have students learning from home, please 
be sure to give them opportunity and time to check in 
and communicate with classroom teachers about their 
learning.
Our teachers and support staff have been amazing 
in creating an environment to support learning both 
at school and at home. From Week Three, we will be 
encouraging physical attendance at school, however we 
know that there are some families for whom this will 
take longer due to health considerations. Parents will 
be emailed today with a letter giving more information 
about next week. 

SCHOOL OFFICE
We have now extended our office hours to the usual 
times of 8:30am to 4:00pm. You will notice some new 
signs in the office to support with social distancing. 
If you don’t have time to wait in turn to enter, please 
consider an email or a phone call. We are happy to help 
you in any way we can.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP
Attached to this week’s Inspire email is another copy of 
car parking and pick up/drop off requests. As we return 
in numbers to our usual routines, it is important that 
we return to the correct habits during drop off and pick 
up to keep everybody safe.  

Understanding these expectations keeps everyone safe 
at the busiest times of day. If you have other family or 
friends who help at these times, please share this with 
them. A particular reminder of a couple of requests.

•   The gate at the bottom of the driveway is not for 
pedestrians. This is a small gate for cars leaving the 
school. It is an unsafe access point for pedestrians.

•   Please fill the driveway in the mornings before 
stopping to let students out of your car. This allows 
more cars to move off Audrey Ave.

•   Stopping on Audrey Ave to pick up or drop off 
passengers slows the flow of all traffic and is extremely 
dangerous for passengers and other vehicles.

•   Cars in the eastern carpark on Audrey Ave will not be 
allowed into the driveway until traffic flow has stopped 
in the morning and afternoon.

•   The Staff Carpark is for staff only.

•  If parked on the courts, please meet your child and 
walk them to your car.

Thank you for your support with all of this. These 
expectations are for the safety of a large community, 
not to add time to your trip to and from school. 

DISCO
Unfortunately this year’s School Disco will take on a 
different form due to current restrictions. But the show 
must go on! Friday of Week 5 will be a casual day, and 
following afternoon break (2-3pm) students will be able 
to dance and party in their classrooms, with music and 
competitions delivered though the school intercom. 

More information will be shared with students and 
families closer to Week 5.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

mailto:admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


From the Wellbeing Leader
MOTHER’S DAY STALL
Information regarding the 2020 Mother’s Day Stall was 
sent out last week via email. There are 3 options for 
purchase:
•   $10 gift bag
•   $5 gift bag
•   $2 gift
Our gift bags have varying items and we will make 
every attempt to ensure different gift bags are given to 
students from the same family. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to take gift requests. 
As we are unable to accept cash payments, parents 
can call the office to make a payment over the phone 
or make a bank transfer. (Please see the email 
communication for further information)
Students will bring home the gift this Friday or there is 
an option of ‘drive through’ collection on Friday 8th May 
between 12.00pm and 12.30pm.
Please contact the office staff if you have any questions.

GRATITUDE AND CONNECTION
Over the past few weeks, I have had so many lovely 
conversations with many of our staff about the 
connections they’ve made and/or strengthened with 
our students. Whilst students were undertaking in their 
learning in Community groups, our staff were working 
with students they haven’t worked with before or in a 
very long time. Similarly, our classroom teachers have 
been so proud of the way students have been learning 
online.
I think it’s really important to share these with our St 
Paul community:
•   The last few teaching weeks have been unsettling for 
us all and for me it has meant a return to supporting 
in the classroom. Whilst it has been challenging I 
loved being able to spend time and build stronger 
relationships with the students and specialist teachers. 
I saw students display incredible maturity, resilience 
and support for one another – parents you are doing a 
great job with your kids! Ms McLeod

•   I had a big smile on my face each time I saw a new 
post on Seesaw of a student trying their best and 

enjoying the activities we had set. I was super proud of 
them all. Mrs Saint

•   I really enjoyed getting to know children I hadn’t 
worked with before. I especially loved watching the 
sibling relationships and how they looked out for each 
other. Mrs Wilson

•   I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to assist play-
based learning in the younger year levels and cherished 
the rich conversations resulting from these creative 
experiences. Mr Mayer

•   The resilience so many of you showed was amazing! 
I was so proud see you giving something new a go! Miss 
McMahon

•   It has been an absolute joy to see how much the 
Year 1 community have come together and banded in 
such uncertain times. Miss Lethborg

•   I am so proud of how resilient our wonderful Year 
1s are. Thank you for trying so hard at home and being 
brave as we deal with lots of changes. I have missed 
you lots but seeing your photos and smiles has made 
my day. Love, Miss Baldock. 

•  How clever are the Year 2’s in Sheridan/Jeffery – 
we have been so proud of your effort with the tasks 
set at home, your enthusiasm and eagerness to give 
everything a go in a tricky time. We can’t wait to see you 
all back in the classroom – a special thank you to all our 
lovely parents for you efforts too in assisting in online 
learning when you are possibly working yourselves.  
Mrs Jeffery and Mrs Sheridan

•   Seeing the children work together was really 
wonderful.  Some new friendships were formed. 
Sometimes from the same year level, and sometimes an 
older student learning with a younger one.  I also loved 
seeing siblings supporting and caring for each other in 
their communities. Mrs Venning

•   It has been great to see the Reception children and 
families sharing their creativity, love, excitement and 
passion for learning. We are extremely lucky to have 
such a fantastic community that values lifelong-learning.  
Miss Gracey



•   What an amazing start to online learning Team 
Woodward. I have been so impressed with all your 
positive attitudes and persistence to tackle online 
learning. I can’t wait to see all your faces in the 
classroom very soon. Miss Woodward

• It was lovely to get to know students who I don’t 
normally get to work with. The resilience of the children 
in the face of changing timetables and learning spaces 
was so wonderful to witness. Beth Madigan

•  We are so proud of our Seniors for being such 
adaptable learners going between school and online 
learning with great patience and perseverance. We 
enjoyed watching video submissions and seeing what 
you got up to learning from home. We’re so glad to 
have many of you back with us safe, happy and healthy! 
Well done Legends! Miss Robinson and Miss Mattner

•   Congratulations Team Burgan on your persistence, 
problem solving and patience during learning at home. 
I have appreciated your creativity and motivation to 
complete the suggested tasks. Miss Burgan
I’d really love to hear from you (and share) about 
what you’ve appreciated, seen or heard from your 
children during these uncertain times. Please email me 
cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

UNIFORM SHOP
Please note that the Uniform Shop will not be open 
for face-to-face appointments or over the counter 
purchases. If you are sent an item that is the wrong 
size, this can be returned. Jane will quarantine these 
items for three days before returning them to the 
shelves. Unfortunately, we are unable to accept second-
hand uniforms at this time. Please call our office to 
speak with Jane or email jsabel@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

PARENTING, WORK, ROUTINES AND SCHOOLING- 
HOW CAN WE MANAGE IT ALL? DR DAN SIEGEL & 
NIKKI BONUS
Register today to receive the FREE recording of our 1 
hour workshop with leading child neuropsychiatrist Dr 
Dan Siegel on how to navigate these difficult times with 
more presence and connection as a family. 
In this workshop, Dr Dan Siegel & Nikki discuss:

•   How to nurture your child’s developing mind
•   Help your child manage large emotions
•   Tips on how to help your family thrive
Register via Life Skills Workshop 
  

PARENTING SA PRESENTS
Children and screens: adapting to this new reality
TUESDAY 12th MAY 2020
7.00pm SA, NT  | 7:30pm QLD, NSW, VIC, ACT, TAS | 
6:15pm Eucla | 5:30pm WA
A FREE PARENTING WEBINAR NOT TO BE MISSED
Register now to hear Dr Justin Coulson and Dr Kristy 
Goodwin answer common concerns for parents in this 
new situation:
•   are my children spending too much time on screens?
•   how should I handle ‘techno-tantrums’ when it’s time 
to turn screens off?
•   how can I manage children’s screen use when I’m 
working at home too?
Follow the link https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/
parentingsa/ to register 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB VIRTUAL CATALOGUE – 
ISSUE 3, 2020
Term 2 Book Club catalogues are digital only (no paper 
catalogues) this term for the first time ever during these 
unprecedented times. To access and purchase from 
the latest Issue, please go to https://scholastic.com.au/
book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

Once you and your child has made your final selection, 
click anywhere on the page to redirect you to the 
Scholastic LOOP website or go to the Scholastic LOOP 
app to place your order. LOOP orders are linked to your 
school in an easy, safe online process. Registering for 
LOOP will also keep you up-to-date with all of the latest 
Book Club news, information on exciting new releases, 
and our exclusive Book Club special offers.

After everyone’s orders are submitted by the suggested 
close date 18 May 2020, the Scholastic team get to 
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

work packing your child’s order full of exciting things.

Your child’s order is then delivered to the school/classroom, ready to take 
home and be eagerly read. If our regular Book Club order distribution 
procedure need to be adapted, an electronic announcement will be made. 
Orders that you have marked as a ‘gift’ in LOOP will be sent to school for 
you to secretly pick-up instead.

Church News
CHURCH@HOME 
The Lutheran Church of Australia/New Zealand (LCA/NZ) has put together 
a range of resources to support people worshipping in their own home.  
To access these features, please visit www.lca.org.au/worship/wpp/
churchhome 

A great service airing weekly on Facebook is the St Michael’s Lutheran 
Church in Hahndorf, with Pastor Fin, at 9.30am every Sunday. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the city have a worship service on free-to-
air TV.  Turn on to Channel 44 on Saturdays from 12.00-1.00pm.

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
Over 300 backpacks have recently been delivered to agencies supporting 
kids who have been displaced from home, hundreds of toys supplied to 
support carers and workers trying to keep kids entertained while in care, 
and 23 Home Starter Packs supporting families affected by domestic 
violence.  They have another 480 backpacks to prepare.  Items in most 
need are face washers, hairbrushes, combs, roll-on deodorants, DVDs up 
to rating of M (can be new or used as long as they are like new). Orders can 
be online from your chosen store, using the following delivery address: 

Backpacks 4 SA Kids
8 Tareena Street
Ridgehaven SA 5097 

If you would rather donate funds, please follow the directions on their 
website http://backpacks4sakids.org/  

STAMPS FOR MISSION
Are you getting more snail mail these days?  Save the stamps!  Stamps 
for Mission has raised nearly $447,000 Australia wide so far through this 
project. Please drop in your stamps to the school front office and they will 
be added to the Church collection. Thank you.  

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
“A thief comes only to rob, kill and destroy.  I came so that everyone would have 
life, and have it in its fullest”. John 10:10

http://www.lca.org.au/worship/wpp/
http://backpacks4sakids.org/   


TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AT ST PAUL

To assist us with the safe and timely movement of all traffic aro und the school, please help us with the following

considerations. Sharing this with grandparents and other family members who assist with the school drop off and

pick up will also assist.

• Park and walk into school wherever possible, as this greatly reduces traffic congestion.

• Remain vigilant with your child/ren while crossing roads or within the carpark area. Use the crossings.

• Children entering and exiting the ‘Kiss and Drop’ without the need for parents to exit the vehicle whenever

possible. The Kiss and Drop driveway is for children who do not need parents assistance entering or exiting

vehicles. Parents, please stay in your cars to keep traffic movin g. This will be a significant aid in speeding up traffic.

• There is no overtaking when using the ‘Kiss and Drop’ queue.

• Please ensure you follow the direction of staff that are entru sted to move children and parents in/out of the

school.

• The ‘Kiss and Drop’ is open between 8.30am and 8.45pm and again between 3:10pm and 3:35pm, which helps a

staggered pick-up routine.

• Reversing into car park spaces in the parent car park is proh ibited as it significantly disrupts the flow of traffic.

• Turning right into the carpark from the Main North rd. end of Audrey Avenue is a dangerous practice that stops

all traffic on Audrey Avenue and causes public cars to take dange rous risks. Please do not turn right into the

carpark from Audrey Avenue. This will be a significant aid in sp eeding up traffic.

• All cars in the parent car park will be impounded (ie can’t move them) until 8:45 am in the morning or 3:30 pm in

the afternoon to enhance better traffic flow in Audrey Avenue.

• All traffic on the tennis courts will exit via Deakin Street at the direction of the staff on duty. Priority is given to the

cars on the driveway to speed up traffic flow.

• 5km/h at all times.

• Please ensure that you meet your child on the same side of the street. Your child should not cross the road

without a parent, even with the pedestrian crossing.

• Do not use the gate at the bottom of the kiss and drop driveway for pedestrian access. Please use the school

gate at the top of the park.


